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Interview:
About AMARC10 Preparations

The following are excerpts from an interview with Marcelo Solervicens, Secretary General
of AMARC International about the ongoing preparations for AMARC10 to be held from 8-
13 November 2010 in La Plata, Buenos Aires, Argentina

Question: Now that we are only about 2 weeks fr _”.-
the conference, how are the arrangements moVifg f
along — programmatically and logistically? Are yo
facing any major difficulty?

Marcelo: In order to follow-up on the structure of t
conference, we have established the AMARC
Committee. This is a participatory acting committ
set up by the international board of AMARC a
composed by members from all regions of AMAR
Its role is to define and review all matters refate i -
content of the conference. The AMARC10 committees luefined the motto of the
conference as ‘Comunicacion comunitaria,” a gensame embracing the large variety of
actions of community radio worldwide. The AMARC X®dmmittee has reviewed the
structure of the conference, consisting in plenaggsions, seminars, and interactive
workshops. This committee reviews also the keysptakers.

The hosts of the conference, AMARC Argentina, thiangs together 30 community radio
stations, production centres and communicators @kiwg enthusiastically with the

international secretariat in order to ensure ewangt will be ready for the conference
regarding the venue, transfers from the airportpamnodation and on site facilities. They
are also preparing a series of side events to rmatethat the AMARC 10 participants will

have an unforgettable experience on their vishrgentina. As always our main difficulties
will be to respond to the enormous

Community radios should bring their productions interest to participate in the conference
and documents as well as objects from their and our limited resources. We have
countries to AMARC10 so that the conference will | encouraged those who can to raise
reinforce contacts beyond regions and cultures. their own funds with our support, to
cover the costs of their participation.

Is there a possibility for members to comment armdide input to the draft agenda given in
the AMARC10 website? Who should they contact fimgdbat?

Marcelo: the AMARC 10 Conference is one of the activitidsttee World Social Forum
2010 and we are following the interactive and pgrétory approach used by the WSF. We
have all along encouraged suggestions, commentsaolyement of AMARC members and
stakeholders in building AMARC 10 Conference coht®e have received suggestions from
many participants and their offer of support adlifators, speakers, note-taking, etc.

Can you briefly describe the venue of the confexeartd outline the logistic arrangement
that will be provided to the conference participafdr networking?
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Marcelo: The venue, Centro Cultural, Pasaje Dardo Rochsgese of the most important
events of the City of la Plata (Capital of the Rnoe of Buenos Aires). The place is like a
French palace and has appropriate accommodatiotisefglenary, seminars and workshops
as well as for setting up stands, exhibits and agting. AMARC Argentina is suggesting
that community radios should bring their producsi@md documents as well as objects from
their countries to encourage that the conferendler@nforce contacts beyond regions and
cultures.

What kind of support has AMARC provided to inte@gparticipants in terms of travel
grants, waiver of registration fees, and supportlécal hospitality?

Marcelo: The International Board has set a committee thtbéished priorities for travel
grants, depending in criteria such as gender, gpbig and country representation and
involvement as well as potential contributionstie tonference. We received many requests
for funding and unfortunately only a limited coldd accepted. We also encouraged regional
offices, country associations and community ratiooask donors already supporting them to
finance their participation.

Finally, how will you describe the main significenof AMARC10, as compared to the
previous world conferences of AMARC?

Marcelo: AMARC 10 conference finds the worldwide communrgdio movement at a
crossroads. On the one hand, it has become a wooldkement and there is increased
recognition of the role of community radio in deyaient, good governance and as a
specific broadcast sector besides, commercial bfigpbroadcast. In this perspective it is
very important that this world conference is takpigce in South America, the cradle of the
community radio movement.

On the other hand the challenges are enormous,ermst of establishing enabling

environments for CR in many countries, where legish do not yet recognize CR as such;
challenges from the transition to digital radioaltnges in terms of technical, financial or
social sustainability, directly related to legigdat but also to lack of cross regions
experience sharing; or training to ameliorate dquabf contents and pertinence of
programming; problems of gender equity within CRs@me regions.

The conference will be tackling some of these athérochallenges so that there will be a La
Plata Declaration fixing the orientations of thevament and a strategic plan for the next
four years that will result in further reinforcentesf the contribution of CR in fulfilling its
mission to combat poverty, exclusion and voicelesss and to promote social justice and
sustainable, democratic and participatory humareldewment.

Log on to www.amarc10.amarc.org for updates of AMARC10 conference
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Community Radio Persist Amid the Dominance of Commeeial Broadcasting
By Mary Carling, Station Manager- Radyo Sagadaliffiines

Community Radio in the Philippines persists ami@ thiver expanding dominance of
commercial broadcasting. Though small in its scopeperation, CR in the various islands
continue to trail the airwaves of the country.

Spread throughout the Philippines is the more tloaty five CRs. From the north to the
south of the country, CRs streams as an alterndireadcast. It roars for community
empowerment and development amid the barrage adrnvdtion, entertainment and
development direction that comes from the top ewisebf the broadcast industry.

And while there are state-owned and operated r&hdjo ng Bayan (Peoples Radio) that are
stationed in the various cities and towns, muchtils to be desired by the communities it

purports to serve. Being the mouthpiece of theeguwent, Radio ng Bayan hardly lives to

its name as the people’s voice.

From a bird’s eye view, streams that flow in theilippine radio broadcasting can be
classified according to its magnitude of operatod purpose. First, is the mainstream which
is piloted by those who own the powerful commerc&lio. Second, is the complementary
stream of broadcast that is controlled by the gowent. Third is the alternative stream, the
CR that takes off from the ground to trumpet thesesof poor communities.

The dominant radio in the Philippines, like anyestllominant radio elsewhere, is highly
driven by profit. Commerce in the broadcast industas been guided by a rating system
where the quality of entertainment and informai®equated to popularity. As this continues
to be the rule of the elite who own and control th@or channels of communication in the
country, CR has evolved and has been moulded asldar transformation. It reflects the
conditions obtaining in the community and it addess the needs and desires of the
community.

These CRs are tiny sprouts in the airstreams tlst @ame about in reaction to the
dominance of the Manila (or the National CapitobR®a) centred broadcasting.

Community Radio: a Beacon of Peace and Justice

In Mindanao, radio DXUP was developed to highlittte community’s search for peace in a

war-torn island. Where peace seems to be an eldsdzen in the decade’s old armed conflict

between the government and the Muslims, radio DA&JR beacon of peace. The radio

unifies a community of varied religious beliefs andtures. There, everyone lends their ear
to each sector’s cultural program, a listening htizt generates mutual understanding along
the cross section of the community.

But while in the south, radio echoes the voice edge and hope in a raging war, in northern
Philippines, echoing peace and justice has meaouaight shutting down of a community
radio. A case in point is Radyo Cagayano. After ghert period since it took—off from the
ground, the station was bombed allegedly by thetanyl Here, destroying the means of
communication of and by the community was not emeough. Killing a peasant leader who
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participates in the radio reveals a scenario wtexestaunch defence of human rights has led
to the death of a community radio.

I ndigenous Peoples Radio: Assertion I dentity and Self-Determination

As we count and view the spread of community radiigss the country, it can be observed
that CRs are shaped by various factors that arplaat within and in the immediate
surroundings of its operation. Geographical anducal factors influence the identity and
particular orientation of radio.

In the mountain region of the Cordillera where Ra®agada- a community radio will soon
be launched, the sound of indigenous identity ofedmo-linguistic group signals a new
dimension in radio programming. This comes at @tmmere in a nearby town centre, about
forty kilometres away, there is the broadcast giosernment radio — Radyo ng Bayan and
the commercial radio —Radyo Natin (Our Radio). Wiils radio catch phrase, how can the
community identify itself with a radio where evegdio station in this province says “this is
our radio™?

Radio Sagada broadcast program is determined byatit@us sectors, institutions and groups
in the community of Sagada. It would project thedam of the elders-the indigenous leaders
who keeps the traditional knowledge that the comtyumbibes and one that unites them as
an indigenous community. The radio at the same tenegnizes modernity and the influence
from outside, thus information and entertainmeow8 as radio program participants have
the right to free expression. As a popular toudisstination, and with the mobility of its
people, Sagada has been opened up to the worldthisd while the community celebrates
its own culture and traditions, it appreciates othdtures. Radio Sagada is into this cultural
context.

The radio, the first in this town that stands atrenthan six thousand feet above sea level,
promises to connect far-flung villages to the towantre. This channel is central to the
articulation of the development agenda of the géis, one that is conveyed to the
government and to the people in the town centrkewise, the radio serves as a forum for
indigenous peoples (IP) issues and as servesatalgst for change along the crusade for the
recognition of the right to self-determination nfligenous people.

The radio was formed organizationally by a commuagisembly where men and women and
every sector actively participate and where raditumteers take certain responsibilities in

preparing their respective programs. At the onget, social preparation of the radio was
planned by a multi-sectoral body of the communratygody that outlined the key community

activities in setting up the radio.

The Manila Centred Broadcasting- Conquering the countryside

It is important to cite some commercial broadcastievelopments in the recent years that
have implications to the development of communagio. A tricky debate on low-powered
and community radio arises with the station deedimtition scheme of the Manila
Broadcasting Company. With this, communities in o&mareas have “access” to MBCs
broadcasting via the “Radio Natin” (Our Radio) ta$ in different towns of the country.
But the decentralization did not mean a real acoésthe community in terms of radio
programs-content and format. It rather expandedr¢heh of the Manila based DZRH, the
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flagship commercial radio of MBC. Through a hookgdprogram of their Radio Natin
Stations, Manila’s broadcast has reached an evadbr scale.

In the mornings, the local stations are hookedwphe mother station, and still in the
afternoon programs, it features the biggest hitstleg country. Without the active
participation of the community, the local is drowlinato the Manila brand of broadcast. The
“music hits” for example are determined from abavel not from the heart of those on the
ground. This top to bottom scheme will eventuallyel the folk music and traditional
knowledge to fade out. In Mt. Province of the Cbeda Region, two of these stations exist.
This signalled the expansion of Manila’s commerbiadadcast power. Now, the Philippine
countryside is catered with the urban brand of reentement and information. The one way
traffic in the flow of information has all been estigthened specially in areas where no CRs
exist. In the absence of alternative broadcashenlacality, radio is the Manila radio for the
community.

Government: No -Political Will to Reform the Broadcast | ndustry

The commercial radios with the name - Philippin@d&icast Media (PBS), will remain to
dominate the radio broadcast in the absence ofigcpbwill on the part of the government
to reform the industry. On one hand, some advocztesoadcast reform within and outside
of the government have called for the transforrmatbthe state broadcast into independent
public broadcasting. But there is the absencepdligical will on the part of the government
to address this issue.

On the other hand, for more than two decades cortiesifnave been putting up their own
radio. But in setting their own, the community webugo through the rigors of legal

requirements. This situation calls on the movenoéi@R in the country to push a legislative
agenda in order to ease the hardships in puttingCRs and to develop a meaningful
broadcasting for the poor and marginalized comnesitof the Philippines. As this

legislative action remains to be a challenge, #&cbn for meaningful transformation glitters
along the streams of broadcast.

Mary Carling can be reached ahdiosagada@gmail.com

AMARC10: What's In It for Me?

AMARC Asia Pacific regional office carried out HMrienterviews with some of the
participants of AMARC10 from Asia and Pacific regitm understand their perspective on
the conference. We asked why the conference wastanp and what were they looking
forward to. The following is what they said:

Maica Lagman, Rainbow Rights, the Philippines:AMARC10 is about inspiration,.‘_
mutual knowledge exchange and skills transfers lam opportunity for community
broadcasters, community leaders and of human rigtdgps to come together a
discuss pressing issues.

Ade Tanesia, COMBINE, Indonesia:l am going to AMARC10 because | J Ve 4
want to share experiences with community radiosfawound the world and tc ' et 4 —:L .
discuss strategies in resolving the common problaiswe face. 3 ot | ‘1
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Bianca Miglioretto, WIN Representative for AMARC Asia Pacific: AMARC10 is an 3 S
opportunity to get more insight into community @diroadcasting in Latin America. ¥ #
am looking forward to meeting other women commuraiyio broadcasters; to celebrate’

by the 10th General Assembly of AMARC (hopefully).

Sharon Bhagwan Rolls, Coordinator, femLINKPACIFIC, Fiji Islands: AMARC
10 is an opportunity to celebrate and be remindédwbat is possible when
information and communication technology is trulglannel for communities to be
empowered - to give voice to the unheard - to gipportunity to the young, and to
demonstrate that women can also produce and brstaddarmation which will
contribute to balancing the scales and unite aajlaiembership on issues of local
importance.

Katsuya Soda, Nanmin Now! ("Nanmin" means "Refugee"in Japanese), Kyoto,
Japan: | am interested in developing networks and intimdg community radio in
Japan, especially the activities of Nanmin Now!m &oking forward to learning
about the power of community radio for promoting toice of the minority from
many experiences around the world.

Shane Elson, Alternative Radio, Australia:AMARC 10 takes place in
time of continuing media restructure. Digital radincreased concentratio
and centralisation of news and reporting, an irgingagap between the material
world and the world of 'high' politics sees the guwaalised and the poor further
excluded from the 'conversations in the commonske# question therefore, that
~ must be addressed is 'how to we mainstream our cmities’ voices?' AMARC 10
will provide a space to community radio practitichéo discuss ways and means to
realise the aspiration. To miss out on it is towgt on one the most important media
conversations taking place at the moment.

Rahel Bernad Lewi, Radio Swara Tamborolangi, Indonsia: AMARC 10 is a
very good chance for me to introduce my radio atatio others, to sharg
knowledge, experience, and information in managiogimunity radio and to
expand our networking as well. Solidarity and comnmeint among the communit™= =3
radio broadcaster to bring a better future for AMARS our umbrella organlzatlml s
and for all community radio in the world. -2

Deborah Welch, President, Radio Adelaide, AustraliaCommunity broadcasting
has been part of my life for more than 20 yeavg, Ibeen President of the peak body
for community broadcasters in Australia for thetpghsee years and I'm keen to see
how it is developed in other countries. The onadhhat | am looking forward to at
AMARC10 is meeting people from different places anttures. -

Iman Abda, Secretary General of JRKI (Indonesian Conmunity Radio

Networks): AMARC 10 is an international forum to voice localncerns. The
most important thing for me is to build networksdacreate a common agenda |
strengthen the presence of community radio stagwesywhere. When all are unitef
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community radio will be stronger to face future lidrages. The diversity in AMARC10 will
create great strength to aid that aspiration.

Nimmi Chauhan, India: | look forward to learning and contributing to twmajor themes in
AMARC 10 Conference — Memories and Gender. | beliav creating opportunities for
women to participate in public life as a step tadgaempowerment. | also believe that history
lives in the personal and collective memories obpbe. Personal narratives and oral
testimonies tell us of the past and give it a nesaning for their future — thus consolidating,
validating their life experiences. Community Radian be a very important tool for the
people to document their memories and their hissootherwise it will die with them and will
be lost forever.

Elizabeth Roxas, Treasurer and Head of the Secretat, International Association

Of Women In Radio And Television (IAWRT): Nothing beats the face to face
encounters and rubbing each other’s elbows to sassvour passion and commitment
to our respective global communities. | am lookiogvard to learning how community
radio broadcasters all over the world can makeffardnce in terms of making known
unique and peculiar global community initiatives nraking this world still a better
place to live in by giving the communities a spaceA place..... A voice.....

Dr. Kanchan K. Malik, University of Hyderabad, India: My interaction with the
community radio broadcasters in India, especidiy women reporters, as part of my £
research on community radio in India has reinforogd faith in the potential of this _
medium to make a difference in the lives of thepgie@nd enhance media democracy. . 3
In addition to learning and sharing, the most intgatr thing that | am looking forward ‘1:
to is the Gender Policy for Community Radio and related sessions dealing with ‘
empowering women voices for Gender Equality. L ,aﬁ

Shizuyo Yoshitomi, Multicultural Pro3 Group, Japan: It is important to extend our

network at the grassroots level, to exchange in&ion, and to introduce our activities.
Through staying together for one week in AMARC1®obe to strengthen my network
with fellow community broadcasters. | am also leakiforward to discuss ideas in the
area of disaster management through community rddigcussions and exchanges of
useful information and ideas to establish democraticiety is a matter that | am very
eagerly looking forward to.

Dr. Rajni Chand, femLINKPACIFIC, Fiji Islands: Countries like mine, where .
media freedom is limited, community broadcastingséen as an avenue throu¢ g
which views of the unknown, least regarded andntiest victimised can be hearc ;! ;
Being a person who looks at the activities of th@Nwith an outsider’s view, |[§%
participation in AMARC10 will be informational fome. Sharing my views With_?jt‘gf -'j_-_
others who face challenges similar to ours-limifededom of speech, limitec’ 4 —ad
revenues, and many stories to tell and living sirieted environments.

Min Bahadur Shahi, President, Association of Commuity Radio

Broadcasters, Nepal:As an AMARC member, it is a great honour for ACORAB

to be at the AMARC10 not only to share achievemestperience and knowledge

of community radio movement in Nepal, but alsoriteiact, network and learn
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from the experiences of the global community radector so that community radio
movement. ACORAB expects the conference to redolva greater recognition of the sector
by governments worldwide, and effective implemeaatatof commitments of previous
AMARC Conferences.

Ratna Maya Awal, Head of Women’s Division, ECR FM,Nepal My community
radio focuses on environment, health, educatiope@ally from the point of view of
women. AMARC 10 is an opportunity to learn and rekvwith community radios
from around the world. With more than 400 commumégio station from over 110
countries participating in AMARC 10 it will be arxgosure and learning experienc
for me.

Raghu Mainali, Coordinator, Community Radio Resoure Centre, Nepal:l am
looking forward to attending my third AMARC globassembly. 1 am looking
forward to meeting my comrades from all over therld/iat the conference. The
challenges facing the community broadcasting senttie sub region is as varied as
the sub region itself and | will be taking that elisity to the conference together with
other participants from the sub continent. | antipalarly excited as AMARC10 is
taking place in Latin America, the seat of commyriotoadcasting activism and a
source of inspiration for many of us.

“Community Media in China”
By Jack Linchuan Qiu, Ph.D.,
Associate Professor School of Journalism and Congation,
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Prof Jack Linchuan Qiu during his presentation dre t
“Context/Case for Citizen’s Media in Hong Kong/C&in
during the Citizen’s Media Seminar organized by AMNA g
Asia Pacific in Hong Kong on 28 May, 2010 gave an
historical overview of the development of commumigdia
in China. Here are excerpts from his presentation.

The community media in China has a long traditionl S
dates back to over 2500 years when Confucius cechpile S
“Classics of Poetry”. Chinese history is 5000 yealts but
before Confucius most communication was oral. la t€lassics of Poetry” Confucius
transformed songs and poetry into regional langsiagel compiled poems by bureaucrats
(powerful state players) and ordinary citizens (toenmunities). Poems were a way for
oppressed people to express their dissatisfactiontlae most famous of them is ‘The Fat
Mice’ which reads Fat mice, fat mice; don’t eat my rica$ criticizing the bureaucracy and
the exploitive class.

During Han Dynasty, 2000 years ago Confucianisnatmecofficial orthodoxy and it became

a way to worship the written language which ledntarginalization of all oral dictions
including poetry and music. Music was central te ¢higinal Confucianism but by the time
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of Han Dynasty they were marginalized. The probbiteriorated by the time of the Ming
Dynasty.

During the reign of the communist party the firgiafe broadcasting was started in a 1931
from a mountainside village in Southern Jiangxiviltoce. This was the beginning of the

Chinese government’s propaganda system and of €dubgecame larger as the communist
party grew stronger and it reached a point of mapaix in 1941 at the time of Yan’an. It was

an illegal underground radio and only the most aigies people would listen to them.

In 1941 when the communist party overran the cqurbey established a 5 level
broadcasting management system. The top level asnttional level, followed by the
provincial level, the city level, the county levahd finally the community level. However
what really mattered to Mao was the first level dhd fifth level. The first level was the
Central People’s Radio at the national level. A# provincial radios at the village level were
re-broadcasting what the people at national lewael &lready broadcasted and served as a
mouthpiece for Mao to share his ideology.

The next important level was the fifth level at tmmunity level. Mao started his campaign
by bypassing all the bureaucracy at the provinigael, at city and at the county levels.
Essentially the kind of technology that was used thaough radio broadcasting by putting it
on a pole and then re-broadcasting, the same Kitetbnology which is still in use in South
East Asia even today.

The community level of broadcasting rights was ensll in 1975 in the Constitution of the
People’ Republic of China and included in Articlé& 5o the movement in China started back
in 1931 and it was a counter current in Chineséohjisto re-emphasize and put more
emphasis on oral expressions, on audio expresattverrthan on written text. This was an
explicit way for the Maoist movement to mobilizeethlliterate people for their own
ideological goals and propaganda.

However in 1982 the Article 13 was deleted from @enstitution of People’ Republic of
China. In 1983, real bureaucratization resultethan4 levels of management system in the
People’'s Republic of China. By this time ChairmaradMiwas already dead and the
bureaucrats and technocrats really enforced tleweld of management at the expense of the
fifth level because they were deleted. Even inghdy 1990s there were remnants of the
Maoist village broadcasting system in the counttlgsand in the urban areas these remnants
can still be found on university campuses. But alvéhe community media rapidly declined
in China.

The worst for Community media was not over. In 28@2 4 level broadcasting management
system was changed into 3 levels by cutting outcthenty level as they were seen as too
small scaled and a waste of financial resourcesh&<hinese media is much monopolized
not only in terms of written text but also telewisj so both of these further added to the
decline of community media especially in the 1990s.

With the internet age, especially internet radiachhstarted in 2003 and 2004 when MP3
became popular among the poor people. China betteanegorld’s largest MP3 producer and
also the world’s largest MP3 market. 2005 saw ike of some influential podcasters in
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China. Though this was another medium it couldb®tonsidered as community media as it
is a very individual method indicating the rise iofidividualism against any kind of
community.

But there are new beginnings of community medi@ma like the practice of One plus One
NGO for the disabled people. There is another N@&el in Hong Kong which started in
2001 and talked about labour issues, the act inahimen in 1989. They use telephone to
interview people and then put the content onlireetHgre are all these opportunities out there
including transnational issues which AMARC can h&tigngthen and allow the voice of the
Chinese society to be heard.

To conclude, the broadly defined community radiacgtice in China started roughly 2500

years ago for the Chinese civilization and alsotlfigr Chinese Communist party since 1931.
However that origin was covered by other incidehtt became undercurrents. Community
media in China is facing formidable challenges likereaucracy and these bureaucratic
constraints have led to constraints of all kind® Imoney, technology and organizational
resources. The other formidable challenge is indizlism brought about this rising level of

consumption especially among the new media pionedrs do not see themselves belonging
to any community.

However the new technology provides all kinds gbapunities that could be utilized by the
grassroots. | am fundamentally very optimistic d@libe opportunities brought by technology
that can be used for giving voice to the grassrbgtasing poetry - the most ancient form of
audio expressions- and through all kinds of me&ias & lot can be done to add to this
development from the bottom up.

For sending news, articles and information please contact:
AMARC Asia Pacific Regional Office, Kathmandu, Nepal
Phone: +977 1 5554811; Fax: +977 1 5621714

Website: http-/fwww asiapacific amarc org

Editing: Suman Basnet suman_basnet@asiapacific.amarc.org
Prativa Chhetri chhetri_prativa@yahoo.com

[Note: All articles in this newsletter can be freely reprinted or distributed with acknowledgement to the writer
and this newsletter]
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